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Q&A Joint Call 2026 
– Questions that were not answered during the session  
 

1. Are African countries eligible for this call as PIs, or does a European country need to add an 
African country or countries as partners?   
Yes, African organisations may participate as self-financed partners in all Call Modules in JC2026. 
If the organisation is from a country with a Funding Organisation participating in the selected 
Call Module (for JC2026 Tunisia is participating), it may potentially participate as a funded 
Beneficiary Partner and designate a PI, subject to national eligibility rules.  
 

2. Is a one-person company from The Netherlands eligible to join the consortium?   
A one-person company established in the Netherlands may potentially participate as a 
consortium partner. However, eligibility for funding depends on the requirements of the 
relevant Dutch Funding Organisation (NWO or RVO) and the selected Call Module. The fact that 
the company has only one employee does not, under the general CETPartnership rules, in itself 
exclude it from the consortium, however it must be a legal entity and have a EU PIC code.  
 

3. We have been invited to join as partner in two proposals in two different CETP call modules. 
Just wanted to check if this is fine?   
Yes, under the general JC2026 rules, it is possible for an organisation to participate as a partner 
in two proposals, including proposals in two different Call Modules. However, please check the 
national/regional requirements of your Funding Organisation, as some funders may 
impose additional restrictions on multiple applications or on an individual PI's participation.  
 

4. What happens to the consortium (of 3 partners) if one partner does not receive the funding 
due to its local funding organization?    
If a consortium consists of three Beneficiary Partners and one partner is found ineligible for 
funding by its national/regional Funding Organisation, this can make the entire consortium 
ineligible because the project would no longer meet the requirement of at least three eligible 
Beneficiary Partners from three participating countries. We therefore strongly recommend that 
all three partners confirm their eligibility with their respective Funding Organisations before 
submission. It is also advisable to include more than three Beneficiary Partners if applicable.  
 

5. We are getting ready to apply to CM2026-03A call: "Advanced renewable energy (RE) 
technologies for power production" Is it strictly required that we cover ALL the 
impacts/scopes/ and the expected outcomes as listed in the call text in our project?   
The module explicitly says proposals “may address one or more” renewable power technology 
areas. Your proposal should therefore focus on the elements that are relevant to your project 
and demonstrate a clear and substantial contribution to the overall objectives and expected 
outcomes of CM2026-03A.  
 

6. Can you confirm that risks and risk assessments should NOT be touched in the pre-proposal 
but only discussed in the full proposal?  
A detailed risk assessment is not required in the Stage 1 pre-proposal and can be provided in the 
Stage 2 full proposal. You therefore do not need to include a dedicated risk-assessment section 
or detailed risk table in the 10-page pre-proposal. However, this does not mean that risks are 



 

 cetpartnership.eu 

prohibited from being mentioned at Stage 1. Where a key risk or mitigation measure is 
important for explaining the soundness of the methodology or work plan, it may be addressed 
briefly. The comprehensive risk assessment should be reserved for Stage 2.    
 

7. In the call module, CM2026-05, is the "green ammonia" included in the scope?   
Green ammonia could fall within the scope of CM2026-05. However, the proposal should 
clearly demonstrate how the green-ammonia pathway contributes to fossil-fuel substitution and 
the objectives of the module.   
 

8. We are required to address all the items specified in the module—such as impact, expected 
outcomes, and so on? Or can we select only those that align with our specific approach? For 
instance, if there are three items listed under "expected outcomes," is it mandatory for us to 
meet all?   
Requirements expressed as mandatory conditions in the Call Module must be fulfilled. Please 
consult with the specific call module requirements.  
 

9. What should be done with the intellectual property of the Project's developments?   
Intellectual property generated in the project should be addressed through the Consortium 
Agreement. The consortium should agree on ownership of project results, access to background 
IP, rights to jointly developed results, publication/confidentiality arrangements, and 
exploitation/commercialisation rights.  
 

10. Can we change project short name of the proposal and title later before submission or once it 
is filled it is fixed after saving.   
The project acronym/short name and project title should be considered definitive once the 
application is created and saved in the submission platform.  
 

11. Is there a difference for reimbursement for small and medium-sized enterprises versus large 
enterprises. Can large enterprises get full reimbursement? What ratio of in-kind is usually 
recommended for a successful application?   
Funding rates are determined at national/regional level and may differ between SMEs and large 
enterprises and between different types of R&D activities. Applicants must check the funding 
rates specified by their Funding Organisation in Annex B.  
 

12. Is there a hard ceiling for the total budget of a single project?   
At transnational level, CETPartnership generally targets projects requesting €0.5–5 million in 
funding. Applicants should nevertheless check the selected Call Module and the 
national/regional requirements in Annex B, as these may specify additional budget or maximum-
funding limits.  
 

13. Must a third country self-financed partners must also have PIC and NACE? If yes, then would 
they be eligible for PIC and NACE registration?  
A third-country Self-financed Partner that is included as a formal Project Consortium Partner 
must provide the organisation information required by the CETPartnership Submission Platform, 
including PIC and NACE information. Third-country legal entities can obtain a PIC through the 
European Commission Funding & Tenders Portal if they do not already have one. For NACE, the 
partner should select the NACE classification code that best corresponds to its economic 
activity.  
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14. If self-financed partners required for reporting, attending CETP events etc. or sign Consortium 
agreement?   
Yes. A Self-financed Partner is a formal Project Consortium Partner and should therefore be 
included in and sign the Consortium Agreement. It is also covered by the project's transnational 
reporting and Knowledge Community obligations. However, CETPartnership does not require 
every individual consortium partner to attend every CETP event; the mandatory Reporting and 
Knowledge Community activities are organised at project level, with at least one Project 
Consortium Partner participating in the mandatory 
activities. The consortium should allocate responsibilities among its partners accordingly.  
 

15. We plan to have a project Advisory board. Should the Advisory board members provide a 
Letter of Support or something similar? (they will not request any funding)   
No, a Letter of Support/Commitment is not required for Advisory Board members if 
they participate only in an advisory capacity and are not Project Consortium Partners. A Letter 
of Commitment is required for Self-financed Partners. Please note, however, that for some Call 
Modules the involvement of certain stakeholders (e.g. Need Owners) as actual Project 
Consortium Partners may be mandatory, so the specific Call Module requirements should also 
be checked.  
 

16. Do we need LoI at stage 1 from partners?   
There is no general CETPartnership requirement that every partner provide a Letter of Intent 
(LoI) at Stage 1. However, national/regional funding organisations might have their own 
requirements, so please check with your respective funding organisation’s national/regional 
requirements.   
 

17. Do we need to add any file like proposal template to the system or just we will fill the 
system?   
In addition to filling out the mandatory fields in the submission platform, you should use the 
mandatory pre-proposal template that you can downolad here: Joint Call 2026: Call Text & 
Guidelines - CETPartnership  
 

18. For the pre proposal (10 pages), how would you suggest presenting the WP descriptions?   
Please see instructions in the mandatory template: Joint Call 2026: Call Text & Guidelines - 
CETPartnership  
 

19. Can a non-EU national person be a Coordinator who is working in an EU organization?   
Yes. A non-EU national can be the Project Coordinator while working for an EU-
based organisation. The CETPartnership rules attach the Coordinator role to the legal entity, not 
to the nationality/citizenship of the individual acting as PI or contact person.  
 

20. Do self-funded organizations need to fulfil national eligibility requirements OR just call and 
module ones?   
Self-financed Partners must fulfil the transnational eligibility requirements and the requirements 
of the selected Call Module. They are generally not subject to the national/regional eligibility 
requirements in Annex B, since these apply to Beneficiary Partners requesting funding from a 
participating Funding Organisation.  
 

21. Can a UK university participate in this call as a partner? Who is the funding organisation for 
the UK participant?   

https://cetpartnership.eu/calls/joint-call-2026/joint-call-2026-documents/
https://cetpartnership.eu/calls/joint-call-2026/joint-call-2026-documents/
https://cetpartnership.eu/calls/joint-call-2026/joint-call-2026-documents/
https://cetpartnership.eu/calls/joint-call-2026/joint-call-2026-documents/
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For Joint Call 2026, UK funding is currently available through Invest Northern Ireland, and only 
for Call Modules CM2026-02 and CM2026-05. A UK university should therefore check whether it 
is established in Northern Ireland and eligible for funding under Invest NI's specific rules.   
 

22. For the proposal consortium, can the EU member state participants be the manufacturer and 
the national funding organisation (for Finland, this is Business Finland) and then can the 
international consortium member be the manufacturer's US representative or only the US 
customer?   
Business Finland is the Funding Organisation and cannot itself be counted as a consortium 
partner. The Finnish manufacturer may be a Beneficiary Partner funded by Business Finland, but 
the consortium must independently meet the minimum transnational consortium requirements 
with Beneficiary Partners from the required participating countries. A 
US organisation may participate as a Self-financed Partner; this could be either the 
manufacturer's US developer/representative or the US customer, depending on its project role. 
Alternatively, a US customer acting mainly as End User/Need Owner or demonstration site 
may participate as an external stakeholder.  
 

23. Which TRL levels should be specified on the submission platform? Different partners work at 
different TRL levels within their work packages and, in some cases, are subject to different 
national requirements.   
Please indicate the overall starting TRL and targeted end TRL of the project/solution on the 
submission platform, in accordance with the TRL requirements of the selected Call Module. 
Individual partners or work packages may operate at different TRLs; these can be described in 
the proposal. In addition, each Beneficiary Partner must ensure that the activities for which it 
requests funding, including any national restrictions concerning TRLs/RDI types, comply with the 
requirements of its respective Funding Organisation.  
 

24. Is a professor from Montreal Canada (outside Alberta) considered as a "third country " entity 
as listed for a project?   
Yes. Since the participating Canadian region in Joint Call 2026 is Alberta, an organisation based 
in Montreal (Quebec) would normally participate as a Third Country/self-financed partner rather 
than as a Canadian Beneficiary Partner. However, ERA's specific eligibility rules should be 
checked.  
 

25. How do we find the description of who is an end-user and who is a need-owner?   
There is a formal definition in the CETPartnership Call Text, under the Definitions section.   
 

26. What is the best way for potential project partners to find and join consortia for this call?   
The best starting point is the CETPartnership Matchmaking Platform, Home | Clean Energy 
Transition Partnership.   
 

27. At pre-proposal stage, should the WPs be detailed at task level in the proposal, including 
milestones, deliverables, etc? Or do you expect only overall WP description?   
Please see instructions in the mandatory template: Joint Call 2026: Call Text & Guidelines - 
CETPartnership  
 

28. Is it possible to be a PI in one CETP proposal while being listed as a collaborator in another?   
Yes, under the general CETPartnership rules, a person may be PI in one proposal 
and participate as a collaborator/team member in another. However, the national/regional 

https://www.b2match.com/e/clean-energy-transition-partnership-2024
https://www.b2match.com/e/clean-energy-transition-partnership-2024
https://cetpartnership.eu/calls/joint-call-2026/joint-call-2026-documents/
https://cetpartnership.eu/calls/joint-call-2026/joint-call-2026-documents/
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eligibility requirements of the relevant Funding Organisation must be checked, as some funders 
impose restrictions on participation in multiple proposals, particularly for PIs.  
 

29. Is the in-kind contribution of a self-financed partner contributing to the total project budget?   
Yes. If the organisation is a formal Self-financed Partner in the consortium, its declared project 
costs, including its own contribution to the project, are included in the total project budget, but 
not in the amount of funding requested from CETPartnership Funding Organisations.  
 

30. Since everyone has to fill in their own budget as far as I know, is there a standard format for 
each country? Like an xls template?   
There is no common country-level XLS budget template for all CETPartnership partners. All 
partners provide the required budget information in the CETPartnership Submission Platform. In 
addition, some Funding Organisations require a separate national/regional application and may 
provide their own budget forms or annexes. Partners should check their 
Funding Organisation's section in Annex B and, where indicated, the 
Funding Organisation's national website.  
 

31. How is the whole process coordinated nationally and internationally? I mean, what happens if 
the project is granted internationally, but nationally, some partners do not succeed?   
The Joint Call is coordinated jointly by CETPartnership and the participating national/regional 
Funding Organisations. The proposal is evaluated and selected at transnational level, while each 
Beneficiary Partner must also fulfil the eligibility and funding requirements of its respective 
Funding Organisation. The contracting is made between the Beneficiary Partner and the 
respective Funding Organisation.  
 

32. Is applying only with three countries considered better or more are encouraged?   
Three countries is the minimum requirement; however, if possible, we encourage to include 
more partners in order to make a more robust consortium.  
 

33. Why does CETP choose for the rather complicated system with national funders that have all 
different requirements. Why not come to an agreement amongst them first?   
CETPartnership is designed as a co-funded partnership under Horizon Europe that brings 
together national and regional R&I programmes rather than replacing them with a single 
European funding programme. The participating Funding Organisations agree on common 
transnational requirements, topics and a joint evaluation/selection process, but the actual 
grants are provided by the individual national/regional funders. 
These organisations operate under different national programmes, legislation and funding 
conditions, so some national/regional requirements necessarily remain.   
 

34. Is it possible to have two partners (institute and university, both eligible for funding) from the 
same country split funding provided from this agency? Of course given that the combined 
effort is less than 75% as previously mentioned.  
Yes, the CETPartnership transnational rules allow more than one Beneficiary Partner from the 
same country. Whether both organisations can be funded, and any limits on how the national 
budget may be distributed between them, are subject to the relevant 
Funding Organisation's national/regional requirements. We therefore recommend checking 
Annex B and, if necessary, confirming with the national contact point.  
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35. The projects will be granted by national bodies with different timing. How does this affect the 
real beginning of the projects?   
Selected JC2026 projects are expected to start between 1 September and 15 December 2027, 
and consortium partners are strongly encouraged to align their start and end 
dates. Moreover, there must be a signed Consortium Agreement between the consortium 
partners indicating the start date.  
 

36. What forms and reports must companies—specifically those from Poland and the Czech 
Republic—submit?   
Polish and Czech companies submit the common CETPartnership proposal through the CETP 
Submission Platform, but they must also comply with their respective national requirements—
NCBR for Poland and TA ČR for the Czech Republic. Please consult the JC2026 national/regional 
requirements for NCBR and TA ČR for the exact forms required at each stage.  
 

37. Italy is not listed in Annex-B-CETP-JC2026-National-regional-requirements-and-
guidelines_260907. What does this mean? Can it take part in the call for proposals?   
Italy is currently not represented by a Funding Organisation in Joint Call 2026, which is why 
there is no Italian section in Annex B. Therefore, an Italian organisation cannot currently apply 
for funding as an Italian Beneficiary Partner under JC2026. It may, however, participate as a Self-
financed Partner, subject to the transnational and Call Module requirements.  
 

38. We are preparing to apply for CM07 Efficient zero emission heating and cooling solutions. Is 
this the ideal call module for a power to heat thermal energy storage R&D project for a major 
US university for their decarbonization efforts, which may lead to commercial deployment 
there?   
Yes, CM2026-07 (TRI4 – Heating and Cooling Technologies) appears to be a good thematic fit for 
R&D on power-to-heat thermal energy storage, as thermal storage and flexible climate-neutral 
heating and cooling technologies are explicitly within the scope. However, the proposal 
should demonstrate a strong contribution to the European clean-energy transition and potential 
for deployment/replication in Europe. A US university can provide a valuable use case or 
demonstration environment, but a proposal focused mainly 
on decarbonisation and subsequent commercial deployment in the US may need to strengthen 
its European relevance and impact.  
 

39. Is Germany eligible to take part in the call for proposals?  
Yes. Germany is eligible to participate in CETPartnership Joint Call 2026, and Germany has two 
participating funding organisations: PtJ on behalf of BMWE and SMWK (Saxony).   
 

40. Does the US partner co-funding the R&D project need to be one of the consortium partners or 
can the US partner be the end customer or EU manufacturer's US developer?   
The US organisation does not necessarily have to be a consortium partner. If it is primarily the 
End User/Need Owner or customer—for example, providing a demonstration 
site, requirements or validation—it may participate as a stakeholder outside the consortium. If, 
however, the US organisation performs substantive R&D activities, has project 
tasks/deliverables and declares its own project costs, it should normally participate as a Self-
financed Partner. Self-financed Partners may come from any country but do not receive 
CETPartnership funding and must provide a Letter of Commitment at Stage 2.  
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41. Must the consortium be final at the 8 October pre-proposal, or may partners be added or 
replaced before the full proposal in March 2027?   
The consortium should be established at the Stage 1 deadline, and applicants should not plan 
on freely changing funded partners afterwards. However, certain modifications 
are permitted between the pre-proposal and full proposal. Self-financed Partners may be added, 
and other partner changes may be possible if duly justified and approved by the relevant 
Funding Organisation(s), all consortium partners and, as applicable, Call Management. 
The Coordinator must remain unchanged. Adding a new Beneficiary Partner requesting funding 
is subject to approval and may be refused, see 5.2.1 of the call text.  
 

42. May a self-financed partner lead a work package, sign the consortium agreement, and appear 
in the pre-proposal?   
Yes. A Self-financed Partner is a formal Project Consortium Partner and is recommended to be 
included in the Stage 1 pre-proposal, take responsibility for project activities and lead a work 
package. If the proposal is granted it shall also be a party to/sign the Consortium Agreement. At 
Stage 2, each Self-financed Partner must provide a Letter of Commitment confirming its active 
participation and role in the project. However, please not that a Self-financed Partner cannot be 
the Coordinator, as the JC2026 Coordinator must be a legal entity applying for funding in the 
Call. Also, Self-financed Partners do not replace the Beneficiary Partners needed to satisfy 
the minimum transnational consortium composition.  
 

43. Must the coordinator be a funded beneficiary partner, and may the coordinator change 
between Stage 1 and Stage 2?   
Yes. The Coordinator must be a Beneficiary Partner, i.e. a legal entity applying for funding under 
the Joint Call. A Self-financed Partner cannot be the Coordinator. The Coordinator must remain 
the same between the Stage 1 pre-proposal deadline and the Stage 2 funding-selection decision 
and therefore cannot be changed between Stage 1 and Stage 2.  

 
 


