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T O D A Y ’ S  S ES S I O N

What we will cover

Who Invest NI is

Our role in supporting 
Northern Ireland businesses to 
innovate and grow.

Where we participate

A clear view of the call 
modules supported through 
Northern Ireland funding.

Who and what is 
eligible

Organisation, consortium, 
project and cost checks before 
you apply.

What happens next

A practical route from today’s 
Q&A to a strong submission.

A good application starts with the right module, the right partners and a clear Northern Ireland benefit.
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INVEST
NORTHERN IRELAND

O U R  R O L E

Who is Invest Northern Ireland?

Northern Ireland’s
economic development 
agency

We help businesses compete 
internationally, innovate, invest and 
create high-value employment.

LOCAL ACCESS GLOBAL AMBITION

Business growth

Advice and support to improve productivity, 
capability and market reach.

Innovation

Support for research, development and 
collaboration that moves ideas towards 
impact.

Investment

Helping businesses establish and expand 
operations in Northern Ireland.

Partnership

Connecting Northern Ireland organisations 
into wider UK and international networks.
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INVEST
NORTHERN IRELAND

C ET P A R T N ER S H I P

How the partnership works

One transnational call

Partners apply together to the CETPartnership 2026 call, upon a 
successful proposal, each partner seeks funding from its own 
national or regional funding body.

1 CETPartnership Sets the joint call scope, modules and transnational 
process.

2 Invest NI Applies Northern Ireland funding rules and assesses 
the NI partner’s eligibility.

3 Your consortium Builds a credible project with complementary 
partners and a shared route to impact.
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INVEST
NORTHERN IRELAND

Northern Ireland participating modules
Invest NI has made up to €3m available for eligible organisations in Northern Ireland. The following are the modules Invest Northern Ireland will 
be participating in:

1 Call Module 2026-02

Renewable Energy Sources (RES)
Energy system flexibility in a high 
renewable energy sources scenario

2 Call Module 2026-05

Hydrogen and renewable fuel
Hydrogen and renewable fuel 
technologies 
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• Projects must involve eligible research and development activity that is strategically important to the participating Northern Ireland company(ies)
• The R&D activity must be undertaken in Northern Ireland, although testing at demonstration sites outside Northern Ireland may be supported where this is integral 

to project delivery. 
• Projects must demonstrate potential economic benefit to Northern Ireland and contribute to building sustainable capability
• Proposals must also demonstrate the incentive effect of Invest NI support, showing that the project would not proceed at the same scale, pace or scope without 

grant assistance.
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INVEST
NORTHERN IRELAND

Is your organisation eligible?

Do this first Contact Invest NI before investing heavily in a proposal. Early eligibility feedback can prevent avoidable work later.
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• NI project consortium partners that are companies must be; 
o Legal entities
o have their own operating presence in Northern Ireland and;
o be an Invest NI client company

• Research Organisations (ROs) that are legal entities registered and operating in Northern Ireland are subject to the following conditions;
o Have at least two companies involved with the project, one of which must be located in Northern Ireland and be eligible for Invest 

NI funding
o The work being carried out must be of direct relevance to at least one of the participating NI companies

• A Proposal shall provide for a Project start date no later than 15 December 2027 and a maximum duration of 36 months. 

• Invest NI would expect the project to meet our scheme eligibility criteria. For Grant for R&D support this will be focused on supporting 
businesses developing new products, processes and services to improve company competitiveness and to benefit the NI economy
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INVEST
NORTHERN IRELAND

F U N D I N G  R EA D I N ES S

Eligible Costs & Funding Rates

Budget question to answer
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• Eligible costs under Grant for R&D include;
o labour, supported through a fixed unit cost in line with EU simplified 

cost options with a 15% project overhead contribution also included 
within labour costs for non-university recipients;

o university overheads are claimed separately on a flat-rate basis; 
o depreciated costs of specialist equipment, purchased specifically for 

this R&D project (and in line with the companies normal 
depreciation policy); 

o consultancy directly related to the R&D activity; 
o intellectual property costs (for SMEs, initial patent registration and 

searches, and for SMEs and large companies, licence costs essential 
to the project and apportioned to its duration); 

o materials essential to the project; 
o sub-contracting where specialist capability or be spoke equipment is 

required; 
o and other project-specific operating costs not readily classified 

elsewhere. 

All costs must be directly attributable to the project, reasonable, essential, and subject to 
assessment by Invest Northern Ireland.
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INVEST
NORTHERN IRELAND

N EX T  S T EP S

From today to submission

1 Check fit
Read the call module and criteria from the CETP, and the Invest NI 
national requirements side by side.

2 Contact Invest NI Share a concise concept, proposed NI applicant(s), module and 
partner countries.

3 Build the 
consortium

Agree roles, work packages, IP principles, budget and impact story.

4 Prepare and submit 
(CETP)

Prepare submissions for the CETP Pre-proposal and Full proposal 
stages, keep an eye on deadlines

5 Invest NI R&D 
Application

Following success with CETP proposal, contact and apply for funding 
from Invest NI 
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QUESTIONS

Programme information  |  investni.com/support-for-business/clean-energy-transition-partnership

Thank you
CETPartnership

Joint Call 26
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