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Information on the Funding Organisation in the Call 

Budget Up to €3m for eligible organisations in Northern Ireland. For further details 
refer to section on Project Budget. 

Anticipated number of 
projects to fund 

1-3 projects per module 

Website www.investni.com/support-for-business/clean-energy-transition-partner-
ship  

Contact Invest Northern Ireland – greeneconomydevelopment@investni.com 

 

 

National/regional requirements and guidelines on proposals 

Call Modules and topics Invest NI will be participating in the following call modules: 

• Call Module 2026-02 Energy system flexibility in a high renewable 
energy sources (RES) scenario: energy generation, storage and sys-
tem integration 

• Call Module 2026-05: Hydrogen and renewable fuel 

In addition to call eligibility, Invest NI would expect the project to meet our 
scheme eligibility criteria. For Grant for R&D support this will be focused on 
supporting businesses developing new products, processes and services to 
improve company competitiveness and to benefit the NI economy. Grant for 
R&D 

You are required to contact Invest Northern Ireland when developing a pro-
posal to discuss the project scope – Contact details can be located above. 

Proposal submission At the full proposal stage Northern Ireland based applicants will need to 
submit a separate Research and Development Application (including sup-
porting documentation) to Invest Northern Ireland. This will be reviewed 
separately for eligibility if the CETP proposal is recommended for funding. 

http://www.investni.com/support-for-business/clean-energy-transition-partnership
http://www.investni.com/support-for-business/clean-energy-transition-partnership
mailto:greeneconomydevelopment@investni.com
https://cetpartnership.eu/joint-call-2026/call-module-2026-02-energy-system-flexibility-high-renewable-energy-sources-res
https://cetpartnership.eu/joint-call-2026/call-module-2026-02-energy-system-flexibility-high-renewable-energy-sources-res
https://cetpartnership.eu/joint-call-2026/call-module-2026-02-energy-system-flexibility-high-renewable-energy-sources-res
https://cetpartnership.eu/joint-call-2026/call-module-2026-05-hydrogen-and-renewable-fuel
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/research-and-development-support/grant-for-research-and-development
https://www.investni.com/support-for-business/research-and-development-support/grant-for-research-and-development
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Project Consortium 
 Partners 

NI project consortium partners that are companies must be; Legal entities, 
have their own operating presence in Northern Ireland, and are an Invest NI 
client. If you would like more information on becoming a client, see How we 
support business.  

Universities or other organisations recognised as research organisations 
(ROs) that are legal entities registered and operating in Northern Ireland, 
are subject to the following conditions:  

ROs will only be eligible if there are at least two companies involved in the 
collaborative project, one of which must be located in Northern Ireland and 
be eligible for Invest NI funding. The work being carried out by the research 
organisation should be of direct relevance to at least one of the participating 
NI companies. 

Project duration A Proposal shall provide for a Project start date no later than 15 December 
2027 and a maximum duration of 36 months. 

Project budget Please contact Invest NI at greeneconomydevelopment@investni.com for 
guidance. The total available budget for organisations located in Northern 
Ireland is up to €3m. 

Funding request  

Funding rates (%)  

 Basic research Industrial/ 
applied research 

Experimental develop-
ment/innovation 

Large enterprises N/A Up to 50% Up to 25% 

Medium enterprises N/A Up to 60% Up to 35% 

Small enterprises N/A Up to 70% Up to 45% 

Universities, public re-
search organisations 

N/A Up to 100% Up to 100% 

Public authorities  N/A N/A N/A 

Associations without eco-
nomic activities, NGOs 

N/A N/A N/A 

Notes The funding rates set out above represent the maximum permissible State 
aid intensities only under the relevant regulatory frameworks. Actual levels 
of support awarded may be lower and will be determined following Invest 

https://www.investni.com/about-us/how-we-support-business
https://www.investni.com/about-us/how-we-support-business
mailto:greeneconomydevelopment@investni.com
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NI appraisal, taking account of project scope, eligibility of costs, incentive ef-
fect, value for money, and compliance with applicable subsidy control re-
quirements. 

Collaborative R&D projects may be eligible for an additional aid intensity bo-
nus of up to 15 percentage points, where the collaboration meets the condi-
tions set out in the applicable R&D State aid framework between undertak-
ings among which at least one is an SME, or is carried out in at least two 
Member States, or in a Member State and in a Contracting Party of the EEA 
Agreement, and no single undertaking bears more than 70 % of the eligible 
costs, or between an undertaking and one or more research and knowledge-
dissemination organisations, where the latter bear at least 10 % of the eligi-
ble costs and have the right to publish their own research results; this does 
not constitute an automatic entitlement and remains subject to appraisal 
and approval. 

Under the Windsor Framework, Invest NI financial assistance awarded to 
manufacturing businesses is generally delivered as EU State aid. 

Support provided through Invest NI’s Grant for R&D scheme will be deliv-
ered in accordance with the EU General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) 
provisions relating to research, development and innovation, or otherwise in 
compliance with the UK Subsidy Control Statutory Guidance, as applicable. 

Types of cost to be 
funded 

Eligible costs under Grant for R&D include labour, supported through a fixed 
unit cost in line with EU simplified cost options with a 15% project overhead 
contribution also included within labour costs for non-university recipients; 
university overheads are claimed separately on a flat-rate basis; depreciated 
costs of specialist equipment, purchased specifically for this R&D project 
(and in line with the companies normal depreciation policy); consultancy di-
rectly related to the R&D activity; intellectual property costs (for SMEs, ini-
tial patent registration and searches, and for SMEs and large companies, li-
cence costs essential to the project and apportioned to its duration); materi-
als essential to the project; sub-contracting where specialist capability or be-
spoke equipment is required; and other project-specific operating costs not 
readily classified elsewhere. All costs must be directly attributable to the 
project, reasonable, essential, and subject to assessment by Invest Northern 
Ireland. 

RDI approaches and TRLs There are no prescribed Technology Readiness Level (TRL) requirements, 
and applicants should refer to the relevant CETP call modules for; 
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1. Call Module 2026-02 Energy system flexibility in a high renewable 
energy sources (RES) scenario: energy generation, storage and sys-
tem integration. 

2. Call Module 2026-05: Hydrogen and renewable fuel. 

Projects must involve eligible research and development activity that is stra-
tegically important to the participating Northern Ireland company(ies), 
aligned with their business plans, and focused on the development of new 
or improved products, processes or services. The R&D activity must be un-
dertaken in Northern Ireland, although testing at demonstration sites out-
side Northern Ireland may be supported where this is integral to project de-
livery. Projects must demonstrate potential economic benefit to Northern 
Ireland and contribute to building sustainable capability, enhancing 
long-term competitiveness and R&D capacity. Proposals must also demon-
strate the incentive effect of Invest NI support, showing that the project 
would not proceed at the same scale, pace or scope without grant assis-
tance. 

Other require-
ments/guidelines 

The project cannot start or have spending committed to it in the form of 
commercial contracts before you have received an offer of grant, should 
your application to Invest Northern Ireland be successful. 
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