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NETHERLANDS – DUTCH RESEARCH COUNCIL (NWO)  
Last updated 05.06.2026 

Information on the Funding Organisation in the Call 

Budget €2,000,000 

Anticipated number of 
projects to fund 

5 

Website www.nwo.nl/cetp 

Contact Tom van Rens, Policy Officer, +31 6 2307 6121 

Steven Beijer, Policy Officer, +31 6 8345 9733 

cetpartnership@nwo.nl 

 

National/regional requirements and guidelines on proposals 

Call Modules and topics CM2026-01 “Integrated energy system resilience in a changing environ-
ment” 

CM2026-07 “Heating and cooling technologies” 

CM2026-08 “Integrated Regional Energy Systems” 

Proposal submission It is recommended to use the NWO budget template in the pre-proposal 
stage to confirm eligibility of budget items and correct use of tariffs. For full 
proposals, it is mandatory to submit the NWO budget form for the funding 
requested at NWO at the time of the transnational deadline. 

Project Consortium 
 Partners 

An application for funding from NWO may consider the following roles:  

• National main applicant (mandatory): the national applicant who leads 
the application to NWO and is the foreseen national project leader, in 
case a project is granted.  

• National co-applicant (optional): national applicants in addition to the 
national main applicant with an active role and responsibility in realising 
the project and requesting funding from NWO. 

 

http://www.nwo.nl/cetp
mailto:cetpartnership@nwo.nl
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A researcher may only request NWO funding for one project (part of a Euro-
pean consortium) in this Call for proposals, either as national main applicant 
or national co-applicant within an application for NWO funding.  
 

National main applicant 
To be eligible to submit a proposal, researchers must be employed for an in-
definite period (with the associated employment contract) or have a tenure 
track agreement at any of the following research organisations: 

• universities and universities of applied sciences, as described in Section 
1.8, subsection 1 of the Dutch Higher Education and Research Act, or 
universities referred to in the Policy Rules for Universities in the King-
dom of the Netherlands; 

• university medical centres, as described in Article 1.13, paragraph 1 of 
the Higher Education and Scientific Research Act; 

• KNAW institutes and NWO institutes; 

• TO2 institutions1; 

• Netherlands Cancer Institute; 

• Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen; 

• Naturalis Biodiversity Center; 

• Advanced Research Centre for NanoLithography (ARCNL); 

• Princess Máxima Center. 

Researchers employed at a university of applied sciences and researchers 
employed at a TO2 institute may also submit as a national main applicant if 
they have at least a salaried position for a limited period of time.  

Individuals with a zero-hour or fixed-term employment contract (other than 
a tenure track appointment) cannot submit a proposal. Applicants with a 
part-time appointment must ensure adequate supervision of the project and 
all project members for whom funding is requested. 

It may be that the national applicant’s tenure track employment contract 
ends before the intended completion date of the project for which grant 

 
1 The TO2 Institutions are Deltares, NLR, TNO, WUR and MARIN 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
https://www.knaw.nl/en/institutes
https://www.nwo-i.nl/en/nwo-institutes-organisation/nwo-institutes/
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funding is being requested, or that the national applicant’s tenure agree-
ment ends before this date due to their reaching retirement age. In such 
cases, the proposal must include a statement from the employer. In this 
statement, the research organisation in question guarantees that the pro-
ject and all project members for whom funding is being requested will re-
ceive adequate supervision for the full duration of the project. This applies 
to a national main applicant as well as national co-applicant (see below). 

 

National co-applicant 
National co-applicants must be affiliated with a research organisation either 
1) eligible as a national main applicant (see above), or 2) with other research 
organisations as described in Article 1.1, paragraph 4 of the NWO Grant 
Rules 2024 that comply with the following cumulative conditions. The or-
ganisation must: 

• be established in the Netherlands; 

• be a foundation, organisation or legal entity established and governed 
by public law (in Dutch: publiekrechtelijke rechtspersoon) (all other legal 
forms, including private and public limited companies, are excluded);  

• have as its primary goal the independent conduct of its own fundamen-
tal research, industrial research or experimental development or with 
widely disseminating the results of those activities through teaching, 
publications or knowledge transfer; 

• be able to state that the organisation keeps separate accounts regarding 
economic/non-economic activities and that undertakings with decisive 
influence on the organisation do not enjoy preferential access to the or-
ganisation's results. 

Note: Prior to submission of a pre-proposal, NWO will assess whether an or-
ganisation complies with Article 1.1, paragraph 4 of the NWO Grant Rules 
2024 and is thus eligible to participate as national co-applicant based on the 
above conditions. This assessment also helps to ensure NWO’s compliance 
with regulations prohibiting state aid. 
 

To enable the assessment to be carried out, the intended national co-appli-
cant’s organisation must submit the following documents by email to 
cetpartnership@nwo.nl no later than 10 working days before the submis-
sion deadline (i.e. by 24 September 2026, 14:00:00 CEST): 

mailto:cetpartnership@nwo.nl
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• a recent extract from the Chamber of Commerce;  

• a deed of establishment and/or current articles of association;  

• the most recently available annual accounts, including an audit report2; 

• a completed Research Organisation Statement, which is available on the 
funding page of this Call for proposals. 

Other relevant documents may also be included. NWO may also request ad-
ditional information if the above documents do not allow for adequate de-
termination of the organisation’s eligibility to act as national co-applicant. 

If in a full proposal national co-applicants are added to the consortium who 
are not affiliated with any of the research organisations listed above, these 
new national co-applicants must be assessed based on the same conditions. 
Again, the intended national co-applicant’s organisation must submit at 
least the above-mentioned documents by email to cetpartnership@nwo.nl 
no later than 10 working days before the submission deadline (i.e. by 25 
February 2027 14:00:00 CET).  

If the intended national co-applicant’s organisation has already been as-
sessed and found to comply with these conditions as part of a different 
NWO programme, please contact NWO at the above email address well be-
fore the applicable deadline to determine whether further assessment is 
necessary. If the intended national co-applicant’s organisation fails to sub-
mit the documents required for assessment on time, NWO will not accept 
the organisation as national co-applicant. 

If a research organisation was already assessed and approved as a national 
co-applicant before submitting the pre-proposal, there is no need to have it 
assessed again for the submission of the full proposal. 

 

Project duration Maximum of 36 months 

Project budget • € 400,000 in case of one national main applicant;  

• € 600,000 in case of a national main applicant and at least one national 
co-applicant, both applying for research personnel costs. 

Funding request  

 
2 No audit report is necessary for organisations not legally required to have their annual accounts audited. However, such organisa-
tions must be able to provide proof of exemption from this legal requirement. 

mailto:cetpartnership@nwo.nl
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Funding rates (%)  

 Basic research Industrial/ 
applied research 

Experimental develop-
ment/innovation 

Large enterprises - - - 

Medium enterprises - - - 

Small enterprises - - - 

Universities, public re-
search organisations 

100 100 100 

Public authorities  - - - 

Associations without eco-
nomic activities, NGOs 

- - - 

Notes  

Types of cost to be 
funded 

The available budget modules are: 

1. Personnel: Salary costs can be claimed for the following positions: 
1.1 Postdoc: at least 1 position, for at least 12 months, for at least 0.5 fte, 
according to UNL or UMCNL rates, a benchfee is available; 
1.2 Non-scientific personnel (NWP): according to UNL or UMCNL rates; 
1.3 Research leave: max. 10% of the grant amount, according to UNL or 
UMCNL rates. 
1.4 Personnel at universities of applied sciences, TO2 institutes and other (re-
search) organisations: using the Government Tariff Manual (HOT), Table 2, 
under 2.2 ‘average total salary cost per salary scale’, column 'Hourly rate 
productive hours, excluding VAT'. 

2. Material: For project-specific material costs, up to 25% of the grant 
amount. Subsequently, up to 50% of the material budget can be used for 
work by third parties. Engagement of students may be included here accord-
ing to the usual internship fee or HOT rates.  

3. Knowledge utilisation: For activities that promote the use of knowledge 
from the research, mandatory and at most 20% of the grant amount. 

4. Project management: Up to 5% of the grant amount.  
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It is recommended to use the NWO budget template in the pre-proposal 
stage to confirm eligibility of budget items and correct use of tariffs. For full 
proposals, it is mandatory to submit the NWO budget form for the funding 
requested at NWO at the time of the transnational deadline.  

Please note the following: 

• An application for NWO funding has one national main applicant, re-
sponsible for scientific and financial management. National co-appli-
cants within an application for NWO funding are allowed. 

• Researchers employed at a university in the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, UMC or a research organisation, as referred to in Article 1.1, first 
paragraph, subparagraphs c to h of the NWO Grant Rules 2024 may not 
apply for a scientific or post-doc position for themselves.  

• PhD positions cannot be applied for in this call, due to the maximum 
project duration of 3 years. 

• Overhead costs are not eligible for NWO funding.  

 
A detailed “Explanation of budget modules and indexing” can be found on 
www.nwo.nl/cetp. Do not hesitate to contact the national contact points in 
case of questions. 

RDI approaches and TRLs TRL level as specified per eligible Call Module (see module description in call 
for proposals). 

Other require-
ments/guidelines 

The NWO Grant Rules 2024 and the Approval of Funding for Scientific Re-
search are applicable to all applications for NWO funding. Any arrangements 
made regarding the grant from NWO, for instance in a Consortium Agree-
ment, must comply with the NWO Grant Rules 2024 and the European legis-
lation on state aid.  

Once proposals are recommended for funding on a transnational level, the 
consortia will be notified by the CETP Call Management and subsequently, 
the national granting process will be initiated by NWO.  

Under the Dutch General Administrative Law Act, any interested party has 
the right to lodge an objection to the decision taken by NWO within six 
weeks of the date of the decision letter. Further information about the ob-
jection’s procedure can be found on the NWO website: 
https://www.nwo.nl/en/lodging-an-objection. 

http://www.nwo.nl/cetp
https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
https://www.nwo.nl/en/approval-funding-scientific-research-2008
https://www.nwo.nl/en/approval-funding-scientific-research-2008
https://www.nwo.nl/en/lodging-an-objection.
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NWO will, if necessary, apply a one-off indexation of personnel costs when 
awarding a grant. The current UNL/UMCNL/HOT rate on the national deci-
sion date applies. Please refer to the “Explanation of budget modules and 
indexing” on the NWO funding page, for more information on indexing. 

As stipulated in the NWO Grant Rules, Article 3.2, paragraph 2, the project 
cannot start until the conditions set out in the grant award decision regard-
ing the start of the project are met. Please note, these conditions will in-
clude a signed Consortium agreement by all partners in the transnational 
project.  

Submission of financial and scientific reports at national level is required in 
accordance with the rules of NWO. Granted consortia will be informed. 
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